Monthly Ag-Division at the Noble Foundation Ag-Division e-mail update for the counties of Caddo, Carter, Comanche, Cotton, Jefferson, Love, Stephens, Tillman, Archer, Clay, Jack and Wichita.
Do you have thistles? If you had them last summer, you probably have them again this year. Now is an excellent time to control them while they are small. Apply a 2,4-D type herbicide when daytime temperatures are above 60.
Upcoming Events

March 13 – Junior Beef Delivery & Evaluation

The Noble Foundation Junior Beef Excellence Program recognizes the carcass merit of steers exhibited at the junior livestock shows by 4-H and FFA members in eight south central Oklahoma counties. After the county junior livestock shows, steers entered in the NFJBEP are delivered to Ardmore and commingled for two days before being transported and harvested. Carcass measurements are taken and ranked by professional meat scientists. Cash awards are given to the exhibitors of the top ten steers. The champion steer owner receives $2500 and payments are graduated down from there. The tenth place steer owner receives $750. Total prize monies amount to $12,500.
In addition to the main contest, there is a live steer evaluation contest that is open to the public. There are five divisions of the live steer evaluation contest – 4-H, FFA, Adult (Men and Women) and Expert. Participants must evaluate five steers and estimate their carcass characteristics. Each participant's estimates are compared to the actual measurements. Individuals with the best estimate in each division are awarded a prize. This is an excellent learning opportunity for all cattle producers.

Oklahoma residents of Carter, Garvin, Jefferson, Johnston, Love, Marshall, Murray and Stephens counties are eligible to participate in the program.

For additional information about the NFJBEP, contact Shan Ingram at shingram@noble.org or (580) 223-5810.
March 26 – Beef Quality Assurance Seminar

This seminar will focus on history, Carcass Quality, Animal Husbandry and Care, Feeding and Nutrition, Records, Processing and Treatment. The main benefit is that after successful completion of the course and passing the 20 question test, the producer will be BQA certified which enables the producer to help the industry in its efforts to certify all beef cattle operations across the country.
There is no fee for this event, but please pre-register.

March 27 – Texoma Pasture Conference

Controlling brush and weeds in forages is a complicated and dynamic problem. The Noble

Foundation has scheduled a full-day educational event to discuss chemical, mechanical and cultural methods of brush and weed control; ways to minimize off-site drift; economics of brush and weed control; and laws and regulations pertaining to pesticide use. Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be offered for Texas and Oklahoma pesticide private applicator license holders, Certified Crop Advisers (CCA) and Certified Professional Independent Crop Consultants (CPCC-I). 
The Texoma Pasture Conference will be held March 27, 2010, from 9:20 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Ardmore Convention Center, 2401 N. Rockford Rd. Speakers include: Joe Armstrong, Ph.D., Assistant Professor and Weed Science Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University, Bob Wolf, Ph.D., Extension Specialist Application Technology, Kansas State University, Dearl Sanders, Ph.D., Professor and Coordinator, Bob R. Jones/Idlewild Research Station, LSU Ag- Center, James Locke, Soils and Crops Consultant, Noble Foundation, Don Renchie, Ph.D., Extension Program Leader for

Agricultural and Environmental Safety; Coordinator – Pesticide Safety Education Project (PSEP); Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist, Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Job Springer, Agricultural Economics Consultant, Noble Foundation, Dustin Oswald, Agricultural Economics Consultant, Noble Foundation, Jim Johnson, Soils and Crops Consultant, Noble Foundation, Eddie Funderburg, Ed.D., Senior Soils and Crops Consultant, Noble Foundation. There is a $20 registration fee and lunch will be provided.
April 2 – Good Friday

Noble Foundation offices closed.

April 6 – Junior Beef Excellence Program Results

This program will begin at 6:30 p.m. and conclude at 9:00 p.m. Results of 2010 Junior Beef Excellence Program; Results of 2010 Steer Evaluation Contest; Announcement of Winners in Each Category will be announced.
If you are interested in attending or registering for these events, or need more information, please contact Tracy Cumbie at (580) 224-6411. More information and online registration is available at www.noble.org/AgEvents
Other Area Events:
March 15 – Ag Leadership Class Applications due
Texas Agricultural Lifetime Leadership Program is seeking applicants for its new class which will begin in June. TALL is a two-year leadership development program managed by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service. Applications for the newest class, Class XII, are due March 15. Application forms may be found online at http://tall.tamu.edu. "Texas agriculture has a need for individuals who can lead our industry as it faces new and unique challenges. These individuals will provide the leadership, insight and direction to ensure the viability for the future," said Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, AgriLife Extension leadership program director. The age of applicants may be from 25-50 years, he said. The program invests 455 hours of intensive training per person in seminars, speakers and domestic and international trips over two years, Mazurkiewicz added. Class XII will travel to India. The course is the equivalent of 38 credit hours or a master's degree in agriculture. The typical class size is about 25, and tuition is $2,000. Participants include traditional crop producers and ranchers, bankers and lawyers, as well as those who work in lumber and landscaping industries. 
March 18-20 – TSCRA Successful Ranching

It's time for the 2010 School for Successful Ranching! The dates are March 18-20, 2010 in Fort Worth. There are a lot of exciting things happening with this year's School and you can be a part of it. For 2010, we have added a half-day of hands-on programs, so you can't be afraid to get your boots dirty! The number of educational tracks has also doubled giving you a total of 56 hours worth of educational programming.

For your School registration you get:

* Access to more than 40 experts in all fields relating to ranch management

* Information on the newest management techniques and proven management strategies
* Free admission to the TSCRA Trade Show

* Lunch in the Trade Show on Friday and Saturday

* Proceedings book

* A seat at the TSCRA Convention Opening General Session 
Register by February 19, 2010 and receive a $40 discount! You can go online at www.texascattleraisers.org/convention/school.html for more information and to register. 
March 22 – Caddo County Cattlemen’s Association Education Meeting

This meeting will be held at the Caddo-Kiowa Technology Center in Fort Cobb, OK. The meeting will begin at 6:30. Danielle Whaley, Caddo County NRCS Director will be discussing the Conservation Stewardship Program and Amanda Tye, Caddo County FSA Director will be on hand to discuss FSA Disaster Programs you might be eligible for. You do not need to be a Caddo County Cattlemen member to attend. 

March 23 – Private Applicator Training
Persons seeking to acquire a Private Pesticide Applicator’s license must attend a Private Applicator training prior to the test date. The Wichita County Extension office will hold a Private Applicator training on Tuesday, March 23, beginning at 9 a.m. at the Wichita County Extension office. Pre-registration is required and study materials cost $20. Contact the Wichita County Extension office at (940) 716-8610 or your local county extension office for more information.

March 24 – Pesticide Applicator License Testing
Testing for Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) pesticide applicator licenses will be held at the Wichita County Extension office beginning at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, March 24, 2010. This testing will be for all classes of TDA pesticide applicator licenses: Private, Commercial, and Non-Commercial. Pre-registration is required. Call TDA at (214) 631-0265 to pre-register. Study materials for Commercial and Non-Commercial applicator exams can be purchased through the Texas AgriLife Extension website: wwwaes.tamu.edu.

Other Private Applicator exam dates in the area include: March 11, Wichita Falls Farm & Ranch Show; March 31, Clay County (Henrietta); April 13, Young County (Graham). Starting times for training and testing at these locations vary, so please contact your local County AgriLife Extension Agent for more details. Please note that these dates are for Private Applicator exams only.

The next date for General pesticide applicator testing in Wichita Falls will be May 26, 2010, and will be held in Wichita Falls the fourth Wednesday of every other month throughout 2010. 
March 24 – Hay, Beef, & Forage Day

This annual event will be held in Graham, TX. For more information contact the Jack County Texas Agrilife Extension at (940) 567-2132.
April 19 – Caddo County Cattlemen’s Association Education Meeting

This meeting will be held at the Caddo-Kiowa Technology Center in Fort Cobb, OK. The meeting will begin at 6:30.
